
 REGIONAL DISTRICT OF EAST KOOTENAY 
 

BYLAW NO. 2633 
 A bylaw to amend Bylaw No. 2501 cited as “Regional District of East Kootenay – Wasa and Area 
Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 2501, 2014.” 
 WHEREAS the Board of the Regional District of East Kootenay wishes to amend Bylaw No. 2501; 
 AND WHEREAS the Board deems it desirable to make this amendment as aforementioned; 
 NOW THEREFORE, the Board of the Regional District of East Kootenay in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 
 1. This Bylaw may be cited as “Regional District of East Kootenay – Wasa and Area Official 

Community Plan Bylaw No. 2501, 2014 – Amendment Bylaw No. 2, 2015  (ESA DPA/RDEK).” 
 2. Section 3 is amended by adding the following:  

(r) Schedule K1 – Development Permit Area #4 – ESA (North) (s) Schedule K2 – Development Permit Area #4 – ESA (South) 
 3. Schedule A, Section 10.1 (1) is repealed and the following substituted: 

(1) Background 
 The plan area is located in the Rocky Mountain Trench and contains a range of physical landscape types ranging from grasslands, riparian and ponderosa pine forest.  Historical resource and agricultural management practices, fire suppression 

and rural development have all had a significant impact on the natural environment within the plan area. 
    Wasa Lake Provincial Park protects a representative grassland ecosystem which includes a portion of North America's most northern ponderosa pine forest and 

bluebunch wheatgrass that provide habitat for a wide diversity of animals and plants.  
 Wasa Slough Wildlife Sanctuary is located just south of Wasa on Hwy 93/95. Wildlife within the area includes eagles, blue herons, turkey vultures, ospreys, and Canada geese. 
  Skookumchuck Prairie and Wolf Creek are a core area for the blue listed Long-billed 

Curlew.  Curlews frequent grassy terrain, newly ploughed fields, green hayfields and pastures.  Threats to the Long-billed Curlew are habitat loss due to intensive 
agriculture and urban development.  They are sensitive to human disturbance and off-road vehicle use in or near nesting habitat.  

 Skookumchuck Prairie, the area west of the residential development at Sheep Creek, Johnson Lake and the Wolf Creek Road area are home to the red listed 
American Badger.  The American Badger is at risk in British Columbia because the amount of suitable habitat is small and has been adversely affected by human activity. Key areas of low elevation grasslands and open pine or fir forests have been 
lost.  Fire suppression causes forest encroachment on grasslands and development creates a loss or alteration of low elevation grasslands and open coniferous forests.  
Reduced food supply and secondary poisoning from rodenticides are also contributing factors to the badger decline.   

 The areas south of Lazy Lake and Lewis Creek are home to the blue listed Flammulated Owl. The typical habitat of the Flammulated Owl is a mature Douglas-
fir forest with scattered large ponderosa pines, grassy openings, thickets of young trees, and an abundance of dead snags.   The biggest threat to the Flammulated Owl is habitat loss due to forest harvesting and the destruction of nest sites during 
logging operations.   

 Skookumchuck Prairie is a core area for the antelope brush/bluebunch wheatgrass which is a red listed species.  The threats to this plant community include livestock and wildlife grazing, urban development, invasive species, fire suppression and 
intensive agriculture.  
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The plan area is generally characterized by dry ecosystem types, with the distribution of old growth forests being limited. Old growth forests in the plan area are characterized by well spaced, large diameter trees influenced by frequent stand 
maintaining fires.  The range of tree ages and species found in old growth forests results in increased ecological complexity. This complexity contributes to varying 
habitat and a diversity of species. Some species are highly dependent on attributes found only in older forests. Due to fire suppression practices over the last century, old growth stands have been affected by dense in-growth of young stems. 
    The consultation process for this plan revealed that the protection of environmentally 
sensitive areas and endangered species were considered of high importance.  Ensuring that future development incorporates measures to mitigate the impact of the development was considered an essential part of the planning process. 

   Development permit guidelines for the protection of the natural environment for 
identified Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESA) are found within section 17.5 of this plan. The process for designating the ESAs included consultation with Ministry 
of Environment staff and independent consultants, who assisted in identifying a range of significant ecosystems, habitats and features within the plan area.  

4. Schedule A, Section 10.1 (3) (j) is repealed and the following substituted:  
(j) Development within the environmentally sensitive areas identified on Schedules K1 and K2 will be managed through the 

Development Permit process. Prior to undertaking identified works 
within an ESA, an applicant must receive an approved Development Permit in accordance with section 17.5 of this plan. 

 5. Schedule A, Section 10.1 (3) is amended by adding the following:  
(k) Preservation and restoration of old growth forests is encouraged and supported by the following:  
 (i) Human settlement and other land development activities within, or adjacent to, old growth forests is discouraged. 
 (ii) If development is proposed within old growth forest areas a 

compact development footprint should be utilized to minimize negative impacts to the old growth forest.  
(iii) Large diameter Douglas fir, ponderosa pine and western larch trees should be identified and preserved. 

 (iv) Small diameter, densely spaced in-growth trees found 
between larger diameter old growth stems, should be removed.  

(v) Snags, downed logs, stumps and other forest features should be preserved unless they present a danger to 
personal or public safety.  (vi) Applications where development within old growth forests is 
unavoidable should include compensation measures such as restoration of natural old growth forest disturbance zones 
through thinning or spacing in order to minimize the net ESA loss. Restoration is encouraged through removal and spacing of smaller trees and burning debris piles as 
determined by a Qualified Environmental Professional (QEP) in an Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 
Restoration should maintain the key characteristics of typical dry ecosystem old growth forests including a spaced open crown comprised of large diameter trees. This guideline 
does not apply to the restoration of higher elevation old growth forests. 

 (l)  Preservation and restoration of wildlife connectivity corridors is encouraged and supported by the following:    
(i) Contiguous habitat areas should be preserved. 
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(ii) Structures and barriers that impede wildlife movement, such as exclusion fencing should be avoided within connectivity corridors. For example, solid walls or fences erected to 
control wildlife capable of jumping over a fence 2.0 m in height should not be used. 

 (iii) Extensive development within connectivity corridors that restricts the opportunity for wildlife movement should be 
avoided.  

(iv) If the construction of a structure within a connectivity corridor cannot be avoided, the structure should be located at the periphery of the corridor to limit the impediment of wildlife 
movement.  

(v) Extensive pruning of underbrush within connectivity corridors should be avoided. 
 (vi) Forest cover should be maintained to encourage the use of connectivity corridors by wildlife. 
 (vii) Native vegetation within connectivity corridors should be 

maintained. Conversion of vegetation within corridors to non-native species should be avoided.  
(viii) Snags, downed logs, stumps and other forest features should be preserved unless they present a danger to 

personal or public safety.   
 
6. Schedule A, Section 10.3 (2) (i) and (j) are repealed and the following substituted:  

 (i) BC grasslands are characterized as one of the most endangered ecosystems in Canada. Grasslands contain a number of red and blue listed plant species as well as provide habitat for a number of endangered wildlife species. In addition, 
the grasslands act as a wildlife corridor and provide forage for local deer and elk populations. Recognition must be given to the sensitivity of this ecosystem 
and particular attention must be paid to proposed developments and future land uses that could adversely affect these grasslands.  

(j) Habitat connectivity, sensitive ecosystems, vulnerable plant communities and movement of endangered animal species shall be considered at the time of 
rezoning or OCP amendment applications.  Notwithstanding the Development Permit requirements of section 17.3 and 17.5 of this plan, additional 
development approval information may be required by the RDEK as part of the development approval process.  For example, submission of a report by a qualified professional that includes, but is not limited to the following: 

   (i) identification of any endangered or vulnerable species that utilize the area 
 under consideration;  (ii) identification of opportunities for mitigation of the proposed development  on wildlife movement corridors through development design or other 
 compensation;  (iii) identification of areas, as appropriate, to be dedicated as conservation 
 areas;  (iv) site specific additional requirements indentified by the Regional District at  the time of application. 

 
(k) The rehabilitation, protection and enhancement of the Wasa Slough Wildlife Sanctuary is supported.   

7. Schedule A, Section 17 is amended by adding the following:  17.5 Development Permit Area #4 – Protection of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs)  
(1) Area  

Development Permit Area #4 applies to all areas designated as ESAs on Schedules K1 and K2 of this plan.  
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     (2) Purpose 
 
The purpose of Development Permit Area #4 is for the protection of the natural environment, its ecosystems and biological diversity. 
 (3) Requirements  
(a) Within Development Permit Area #4, owners must obtain a development permit before: 
 (i) Subdivision creating one or more vacant parcel(s) where any portion of the parent parcel under application is located within Development 

Permit Area #4;  
(ii) Construction, addition or alteration of a building or structure where any portion of the proposed development footprint is located within 

Development Permit Area #4; or  (ii) Alteration of land, including the removal of vegetation or site 
grading, where any portion of the proposed development footprint is located within Development Permit Area #4. 

 (4) Exemptions  
(a) A development permit is not required within Development Permit Area #4 under the following conditions: 
 (i) The proposed activity is limited to internal alterations to buildings or structures. 

 (ii) The proposed activity is limited to the reconstruction, renovation, 
repair of, or addition to existing buildings or structures which increase the development footprint by an amount less than 25% of the area existing at the time Regional District of East Kootenay – 
Wasa and Area Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 2501, 2014 was adopted. 

   (iii) The proposed activity is limited to the installation, repair or placement of utilities infrastructure within a public right of way. 
 (iv) The proposed activity is limited to general road or railway 

construction or maintenance within a public road right of way or railway right of way. 
 (v) The proposed activity is limited to:  

(A) the removal or pruning of hazardous trees as identified by a qualified hazard tree assessor;  
 (B) ecosystem restoration project approved by a QEP; or   
(C) supplementing or maintaining natural existing vegetation.  

(vi) The proposed activities are considered to be normal agricultural practices as defined in the Farm Practices Protection (Right to Farm) Act or designated as farm use within the Agricultural Land 
Commission Act and Regulations.   

(vii) With respect to subdivision under 17.5(3)(a)(i) either:   
(A) RDEK staff conducts a site visit and confirms that the ESA identified in Schedules K1 and K2 is not present on the parcel 

under application.  If identifying the presence or absence of the ESA identified in Schedules K1 and K2 is beyond the expertise 
of RDEK staff, then Section 17.5(4)(a)(vii)(B) applies.  (B)  A QEP conducts a site visit and certifies in a signed letter that 
the ESA identified in Schedules K1 and K2 is not present on the parcel under application. 
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(viii) With respect to development under 17.5(3)(a)(ii) or (iii), either:  
(A) RDEK staff conducts a site visit and confirms that the proposed development footprint is not an ESA, even though it is within the 

area identified in Schedules K1 and K2, provided that if identifying the presence or absence of the ESA is beyond the 
expertise of RDEK staff, then Section 17.5(4)(a)(viii)(B) applies; or  

(B) A QEP conducts a site visit and confirms in a signed letter that the proposed development footprint is not an ESA, even 
though it is within the area identified in Schedules K1 and K2.  (ix) The land and ESA values within Development Permit Area #4 have 

been permanently and adequately protected by means such as a conservation covenant, returned to Crown ownership, provided as 
public park, or similar method as is acceptable to the Manager of Planning & Development Services. Any reference in Section 17.5 to 
the RDEK accepting a conservation covenant is at the discretion of the RDEK.  

(x) The proposed activity is limited to timber harvesting, forest road construction, grazing enhancement, forest recreation or other forest 
management activities on Crown land that are conducted under the auspices of the District Forest Manager.   

(xi) The proposed activity is conducted under the authority of the Provincial Emergency Program and is intended to resolve 
emergency situations that present an immediate danger to life or property including procedures related to flooding or erosion.   

(xii) The proposed activity is limited to emergency repairs to buildings or structures where there is a demonstrable and immediate risk to 
personal or public safety and property.  (xiii) The proposed activity is limited to drilling a well, or the siting, 
construction or installation of a septic tank, drainage field or sewage treatment system in accordance with provincial regulations. This 
exemption does not apply to the siting, construction or installation of a septic tank, drainage field or sewage treatment system located in the riparian buffer area described in section 17.5 (6)(b)(iv) unless 
Section 17.5 (4)(a)(viii) applies.  

(xiv) The proposed activity is limited to the siting, construction or installation of a retaining wall or shoreline/bank protection device in 
accordance with applicable legislation, regulations and best practices.  

(xv) The proposed activity is limited to subdivision which solely involves parcel line adjustments.  
 (xvi) The proposed activity is substantially consistent with a development permit previously issued under Section 17.5(3)(a)(i). 
 (xvii) The proposed activity involves the development or management of 

a provincial park; is conducted within the boundaries of a provincial park; and is compliant with the provincial Park Act.  (5) Justification 
 
(a) The Wasa and Area Official Community Plan area includes a range of significant ecosystems, habitats and features. These include:  

(i) Wetland and riparian ecosystems  
 Wetlands and riparian ecosystems play a critical role in helping maintain biodiversity as they provide food, habitat and connectivity corridors for many terrestrial and aquatic species. Wetland and 

riparian ecosystems, including both the wetted area and adjacent supporting land and vegetation, are important to both aquatic and 
terrestrial wildlife.  
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 (ii) Grassland ecosystems  
 Grasslands are home to more than 30 percent of provincial species at risk and support more threatened or endangered species than 

any other habitat in the province. Grasslands represent less than one percent of the provincial land base and are recognized as one of BC’s most threatened ecosystems.  
 (iii) Old growth forests 
  The range of tree ages and species found in old growth forests results in increased ecological complexity. This complexity 

contributes to varying habitat and a diversity of species. Some species are highly dependent on attributes found only in older 
forests.   

(iv) Connectivity corridors   Wildlife populations, communities and ecological processes are 
more likely to be maintained in landscapes that include an interconnected system of habitats than in landscapes where natural 
habitats occur as dispersed ecologically-isolated fragments. Connectivity corridors act as linkages between habitats and mitigate fragmentation due to development activities. Connectivity corridors 
within the plan area provide important linkages between fragmented habitat for many species.  

 (v) Habitat for species at risk  
 The area contains a range of habitat for vulnerable and endangered wildlife and plants. Information on species at risk within the plan area 

can be found in the BC Species and Ecosystems Explorer and BC Conservation Data Centre. Information on the spatial extent of the habitat for species at risk and the values identified in each area can 
be found in the Ministry of Environment’s approved Wildlife Habitat Areas.  

 (b) The objective of Development Permit Area #4 is the protection, preservation, restoration and enhancement of the significant ecosystems, habitats and features identified in 17.5(5)(a)(i)-(v) and on Schedules K1 and K2. These ecosystems, habitats and features are considered vital to 
the retention of the character and ecosystem health of the plan area. Activities within these areas must be undertaken in a manner that 
minimizes the disruption or alteration of its environmental integrity. The intent is not to preclude all development in these areas, but to provide notice that the areas include unique characteristics that warrant special 
review and consideration and to ensure appropriate mitigation measures are prescribed where appropriate. 

   (6) Guidelines 
 

Development requiring a permit must comply with the Guidelines. Development permits issued shall be in accordance with the following: 
 (a) General  

 The following guidelines apply to all areas identified as ESAs on Schedules K1 and K2 of this plan: 
   (i) All development proposals are subject to the applicable requirements and approval processes under federal or provincial 

legislation or regulations. Identification of the permits and approvals required must be submitted with the development permit 
application. Issuance of the development permit will be conditional upon the acquisition of all required permits and approvals from the responsible jurisdictions. It is the responsibility of the applicant to 
identify and complete the applicable federal and provincial approval processes. 
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(ii) Where development is considered in an ESA, the following strategies may be used to meet guideline provisions and direct development away from the ESA: 
 (A) Variance through the development permit to vary setbacks or 

siting regulations in the zoning bylaw;  (B) For subdivision, reduction of the minimum parcel sizes 
specified in the zoning bylaw may be considered on the parcel that contains the ESA if the proposed subdivision is based on 
Conservation Subdivision Design principles and conserves the environmentally sensitive feature or area as recommended by a QEP in an Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report. Further details on Conservation Subdivision Design can be found in Randall Arendt’s 
Conservation Design for Subdivisions: A Practical Guide to Creating Open Space Networks. Washington, DC: Island 
Press, 1996;    (C) Registration of a conservation covenant against the title of the 
property which requires that the environmentally sensitive area be protected in its natural, existing, or restored state as 
recommended in an Environmental Impact Assessment Report prepared by a QEP.  

(iii) The RDEK may require additional information as part of the development permit application process, for example, submission 
of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report prepared by a QEP.  

(iv) When an Environmental Impact Assessment Report by a QEP is prepared as part of a development permit application an inventory 
of any habitat that supports species at risk  which are identified as extirpated, endangered or threatened in federal or provincial legislation or regulations may be required to be completed as part 
of the identification of relevant baseline information, depending on the scope of the Report and its Terms of Reference. If habitat that 
supports species at risk is identified, the Environmental Impact Assessment Report must:  
(A) Document the species at risk and their habitat which may be impacted by the proposed activity or development; 
 (B) Identify and describe any potential and likely impacts of the 

activity or development on the species at risk and their habitat, including any cumulative effects when combined with other projects proposed or under development; 
 (C) Evaluate the impacts in terms of their significance and the 

extent to which they might be mitigated; and  (D)  Make recommendations as to conditions of approval that may 
be appropriate to ensure that undesirable impacts are mitigated or avoided; 

 in accordance with accepted impact assessment methodology. All approved development should be completed in accordance with the 
recommendations of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report.     

(v) When an Environmental Impact Assessment Report by a QEP is prepared as part of a development permit application an inventory of any dry ecosystem old growth forest values may be required to 
be completed as part of the identification of relevant baseline information, depending on the scope of the Report and its Terms of 
Reference. If the land is identified as having dry ecosystem old growth forest values, the Environmental Impact Assessment Report must: 

 (A) Document the spatial extent of the old growth forest stand on 
the subject property; 
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 (B) Identify and describe any potential and likely impacts of the activity or development on the old growth forest stand, 
including any cumulative effects when combined with other projects proposed or under development; 

 (C) Evaluate the impacts in terms of their significance and the extent to which they might be mitigated; and 
 (D)  Make recommendations as to conditions of approval that may 

be appropriate to ensure that undesirable impacts are mitigated or avoided;  
 in accordance with accepted impact assessment methodology. All approved development should be completed in accordance with the 

recommendations of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report.  
(vi) When an Environmental Impact Assessment Report by a QEP is prepared as part of a development permit application an inventory of any wildlife connectivity corridors may be required to be 

completed as part of the identification of relevant baseline information, depending on the scope of the Report and its Terms of 
Reference. If the land is identified as having any wildlife connectivity corridor values, the Environmental Impact Assessment Report must: 

 (A) Document the spatial extent of the wildlife connectivity 
corridors on the subject property;  (B) Identify and describe any potential and likely impacts of the 
activity or development on the wildlife connectivity corridors, including any cumulative effects when combined with other 
projects proposed or under development;  (C) Evaluate the impacts in terms of their significance and the 
extent to which they might be mitigated; and  

(D)  Make recommendations as to conditions of approval that may be appropriate to ensure that undesirable impacts are mitigated or avoided; 
  in accordance with accepted impact assessment methodology. All 

approved development should be completed in accordance with the recommendations of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 
 (b) Wetland and Riparian Ecosystem Guidelines  

 The following guidelines apply to areas identified as wetland and riparian ecosystem ESAs on Schedules K1 and K2 of this plan.  This section 
does not apply to Development Permit Area #2 - Wasa Lake and Cameron Pond Shoreline and Schedule J.  
(i) Human settlement and other land development activities within, or adjacent to wetlands is discouraged. 
 (ii) Proposals that offer to register a conservation covenant on the title of the lands in order to permanently protect wetland or riparian 

ecosystems are encouraged. The covenant should be registered  concurrent with, or subject to, the development approval and should 
be in favour of the RDEK, other public agencies including the Province, or non-governmental organizations, such as a private land trust committed to the management of watercourses or streamside 
areas.  

(iii) Locating road and utility corridors along or across wetland or riparian ecosystems should be avoided in order to maintain natural connectivity. 
 (iv) A riparian buffer for watercourses, lakes, ponds and wetlands must 

be established within which no development or alteration of land is 
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permitted. Unless an Environmental Impact Assessment Report by a QEP indicates otherwise the size of the riparian buffer should be equal to or greater than the minimum setback distance as required 
by the RDEK’s floodplain regulations and no less than 15m adjacent to lakes, marshes, ponds and wetlands measured on a 
perpendicular line inland from the natural boundary.    (v) Despite subsection 17.5(6)(b)(iv), development proposals that 
involve disturbance of watercourses, lakes, ponds, marshes, wetlands or riparian ecosystems may be permitted in compliance 
with the following guidelines:  (A) For development proposals that involve disturbance within the 

riparian buffer, or the filling in of lakes, ponds, marshes, wetlands or riparian ecosystems, an Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report by a QEP may be required to determine appropriate measures to protect wetland hydrology and 
ecological processes. All approved development should be completed in accordance with the recommendations of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report or the conditions of 
the development permit.  

(B) All channelization or alterations of creeks must incorporate mitigation measures as determined by a QEP in an Environmental Impact Assessment Report to minimize 
adverse environmental effects and be in compliance with federal or provincial legislation or regulations. 

 (C) Applications for development activities that will negatively impact wetland or riparian ecosystems should include 
appropriate compensatory enhancement or restoration measures as determined by a QEP in an Environmental 
Impact Assessment Report in order minimize the net loss of wetlands and riparian ecosystems.  

(vi) When an Environmental Impact Assessment Report by a QEP is prepared to satisfy guidelines in subsection 17.5(6)(b)(i)-(v), the 
potential for upland development to impact riparian ecosystem areas through increased runoff, sedimentation, loss of shade, or increased watercourse temperature must be considered. 
Appropriate mitigation strategies should be identified where applicable. All approved development should be completed in 
accordance with the recommendations of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 
 (c) Grassland Ecosystem Guidelines  

 The following guidelines apply to areas identified as grassland ecosystems ESAs on Schedules K1 and K2 of this plan: 
 (i) Reductions in grassland ecosystem areas as the result of development activities should be limited. Where possible, 

development should be directed outside grassland ecosystem areas. 
 (ii) If development is proposed within grassland ecosystem areas a compact development footprint should be utilized to minimize 

negative impacts to existing grasslands.  
(iii) Applications for development activities where grassland ecosystems are temporarily disturbed should include commitments to restore the grassland areas through replanting with native 

vegetation as determined by a QEP in an Environmental Impact Assessment Report. 
 (iv) Applications for development activities that will negatively impact grassland ecosystems should include compensation measures in 

order to minimize the net loss of grassland ecosystems. Suitable compensation activities may include: 
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(A) Permanent protection of native grasslands of an equivalent size and ecological value to the lands disturbed through the development activity. Protection should occur through the 
registration of a conservation covenant on the title of the lands. The covenant should be registered before any 
development activities commence. The covenant should be registered in favour of the RDEK, other public agencies including the Province, or non-governmental organizations, 
such as a private land trust committed to the management of grassland areas; or, 

 (B) Appropriate restoration or enhancement of comparable areas through removal of trees encroaching on grassland 
ecosystems and reclamation of grassland areas by planting native grass species, as determined by a QEP in an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report.  (7) Applicable Definitions 

 Within Development Permit Area #4: 
 DEVELOPMENT FOOTPRINT means the area affected by development or by 
project site activity. Hardscape, access roads, parking lots, non-building facilities, and the building itself are all included in the development footprint.  ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT means a report 
prepared in accordance with the “Regional District of East Kootenay – 
Development Approval Information Bylaw No. 2122, 2008” and section 18.4(2)(iii) of this plan, as amended from time to time. In addition, the scope of the Report will either be for the parent parcel or the development footprint in 
accordance with section 17.5 (3) (a) and consistent with the guidelines 
contained in section 17.5 (6) of this plan. 
 
ENVIRONMENTALLY SENSITIVE AREA means an area with exceptional 
ecological values that contribute to maintaining healthy and diverse plant and wildlife populations.   NATURAL BOUNDARY means the visible high water mark where the presence 
and action of water are so common and usual and continued in all ordinary years 
as to mark upon the soil of the bed of a lake, river or stream or other body of water a character distinct from that of the banks thereof, in respect to vegetation as well as in respect to the nature of the soil itself. 
 QUALIFIED ENVIRONMENTAL PROFESSIONAL (QEP) means an applied 
scientist or technologist, acting alone or together with another qualified environmental professional, if 

 
(a)  the individual is registered and in good standing in British Columbia with an appropriate professional organization constituted under an Act, acting 

under that association's code of ethics and subject to disciplinary action by that association, 
 (b) the individual's area of expertise is recognized by their professional organization as one that is acceptable for the purpose of providing all or 

part of an assessment report in respect of that development proposal, and  
(c)  the individual is acting within that individual's area of expertise.  RIPARIAN ECOSYSTEM means an area of land adjacent to a stream or 
wetland that is directly influenced by perennial water either at the surface or below the surface in the form of saturated soils (i.e. soils that contain unbound 
water).  Riparian areas are characterized by plants or plant communities that are dependent upon free water.  They are areas through which surface and subsurface hydrology connect waterbodies with their adjacent uplands.  The 
riparian area is influenced by, and exerts an influence on, the associated aquatic ecosystem. 
 STREAM includes any of the following: 
a) A watercourse, whether it usually contains water or not; 
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b) A pond, lake, river, creek or brook; c) A ditch, spring or wetland that is connected by surface flow to something referred to in a) or b). 
 WATERCOURSE means any natural or manmade depression with well defined 
banks and a bed 0.6 metres or more below the surrounding land serving to give direction to a current of water at least six (6) months of the year or having a drainage area of 2 square kilometres or more upstream of the point of 
consideration.  WETLAND means land that is inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater 
at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal conditions does support, vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil 
conditions, including swamps, marshes, bogs, fens, estuaries and similar areas that are not part of the active floodplain of a stream. 

 8. Schedule A, Section 18.4 (2) (iii) is repealed and the following substituted: 
 (iii) Natural Environment  

Criteria: Applications for amendments to the zoning bylaw, temporary use permits or development permits under 
section 17.3  Development Permit Area #2 – Wasa Lake and Cameron Pond Shoreline and 17.5 Development Permit Area #4 – Protection of Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas (ESAs) of this plan.  

Rationale: To consider the impact of the proposed activity or development on environmentally sensitive areas, endangered and threatened species, wildlife habitat and 
corridors, fish habitat and water resources in order to meet the objectives and policies identified within the 
following sections of this plan:  
   4.  – Residential Land Use; 
 10.1  – Environmental Considerations - General; 
 10.2 – Water Resources;  
 10.3 – Fish and Wildlife Habitat; 
 17.3 – Development Permit Area #2 – Wasa Lake 

and Cameron Pond Shoreline; and 
 17.5 – Development Permit Area #3 – Protection 

of Environmentally Sensitive Areas (ESAs) 
 

9. The following schedules, which are incorporated in and form part of this Bylaw, are added to Bylaw No. 2501: 
Schedule K1 
Schedule K2  
  READ A FIRST TIME the   day of                        , 2018. 

READ A SECOND TIME the            day of                    , 2018. 
READ A THIRD TIME the  day of           , 2018. 
ADOPTED the          day of           , 2018. 
  
  
 
_______________________________  ____________________________________ 
CHAIR       CORPORATE OFFICER 


