






















































































































Building & Protective Services 
 

File:  

To: Holly Ronnquist, CFO 

From: Sanford Brown, Building & Protective Services Manager 

Date: February 22, 2018 

Subject: 
 
2018 EV/SC Subregion Emergency Program Budget  
(Shared by Fernie, Elkford, Sparwood, Electoral Areas A and B) 

  

 
Large changes to how the East Kootenay Emergency Program is administered are being 
implemented in 2018.   The main change is the program has added a full-time position to 
administer the program rather than utilizing contract positions.   
 
2018 Budget Highlights 
 

• Administration changes have resulted in an increase in staff salaries but an overall 
decrease in other administration costs. 

• Provincial grants have been made available for capital costs for both the Emergency 
Social Services and Emergency Operations Center projects. Staff will pursue these grants 
in 2018 to offset the proposed purchase of mobile ESS trailers (budget approved in 2017 
but not used) and upgrading of EOC’s. 

• A new plan for the upgrading/relocation of the central EOC will be developed in 2018 and 
provincial grants pursued to complete the work.  A reduced budget for the improvement 
of the central EOC has been included in the 5 year plan. 

• 2018 budget includes $1,800 for a Mass Notification System.  In an emergency, anyone 
who has signed up for the notification service will receive a text when there is an 
evacuation ORDER or ALERT.  It is intended for these emergency purposes only and will 
not replace our other notification methods.  This is one more tool in the toolbox and would 
be an option for people to subscribe to.  

 
 

 
 
CFO Comments: 

• In 2017 Elk Valley Directors approved a budget reducing the Reserve to zero and a 
tax requisition of -$14,293.  The draft #1 2018 budget requirement was $92,133.  
The 2016 tax requisition was $79,711, therefore there is a 15.6% increase over two 
years (average 7.8% per year).  

• The Elk Valley Services Committee directed that all surplus from 2017 after drawing 
down the Reserve should be used to reduce taxation.  As a result the taxation is now 
$88,038 for 2018.   
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