WASA
TATA CREEK
SKOOKUMCHUCK

Mosquito
Control
Program

The RDEK has a Mosquito Control Service in the Wasa, Ta Ta
Creek, and Skookumchuck area. The program is overseen by our
contractor, Morrow BioScience (MBL).

2026 PROGRAM OVERVIEW

2026 has been a high-water year, the second highest since the
very high-water year of 2011.

This means that there are several years' worth of mosquito eggs
laid on the areas prone to flooding that were all hatched this year.
Water levels reached 4.25m at the end of May 2026. That is nearly
1.25m higher than the previous two years.

Ground crews have been out since early May, pre-flood, monitoring
and treating known and new sites. As of June 25th:

42 hectares have been treated by ground
Approximately 400 hectares have been treated by helicopter

Crews have continued monitoring for larval mosquitoes in the
floodwater post-aerial and have been treating pockets of larvae as
they find them. The waters are currently receding, and continued
larval production will cease. The mosquitoes on the wing now
came from the large pulse of water in late May.

To date, over 2,300 samples have been taken. These samples assist
with the timing of larval treatments.

MBL has a pilot and helicopter on stand-by, and an inventory of
larvicide, should another aerial be required. At this time, we do not
expect another aerial unless there is another significant bump in
the water levels.

Adult mosquitoes out now will begin dying and, while the
mosquitoes may move around with the winds, they are not, overall,
anticipated to become more plentiful.
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DID YOU KNOW?

There are four life stages for floodwater mosquitoes: eqg, larvae, pupae,
adult. Floodwater mosquito eggs in the area hatch in the water when
local Kootenay River levels increase and peak in the spring/early summer.
Mosquito larvae live approximately 7-10 days in the water column before
becoming pupae. Mosquito larvae feed on debris in the water column,
but pupae are the non-feeding stage. The time from egq hatching to
adult dispersal generally ranges from 2 — 3 weeks depending on weather
(warmer weather reduces this timeline).

Floodwater mosquito habitat is on most natural areas that flood annually.
Within the Mosquito Control Service Area, mosquito development habitat
exists along the Kootenay River and any other low-lying fields that flood
with high water levels.

DO YOUR PART

Landowners play a key role in effective mosquito control by
eliminating them before they emerge as adults. The best way to stop
mosquitoes before they start is to remove all sources of standing
water from around your home. Some great places to look include:

1. CLOGGED GUTTERS

2-OLD TIRES

3 - TRAYS UNDER FLOWER POTS
4 . OUTSIDE PET DISHES

5 < KID’S POOLS AND TOYS

6 - BIRD BATHS AND FEEDERS
7 - CANOES/BOATS

Constructing and installing a bat box is a natural control option. Once
mosquitoes have hatched, landowners should keep grass cut at a
short length and refrain from watering. These actions will help to
reduce key mosquito habitats. To learn more about bat boxes, visit

www.kcbp.ca.
MORE INFO
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CONTROL METHODS

Morrow BioScience Ltd. uses a biological larvicide called Aquabac that
has the active ingredient bacillus thuringiensis var. israelensis (Bti),
which is a natural soil-borne bacterium that targets mosquito larvae.

Bti targets larvae before they can grow into adults. It produces toxins
that specifically affect the larvae of only mosquitoes, black flies and
fungus gnats.

Bti is safe and causes no harm to people, honeybees,
animals, fish, birds or other aquatic life.

It can be applied safely to standing water without causing harm or
impacts to food crops or water supply. It is consumed by the larvae,
and within 48 hours, the efficacy rate is between 85-100%.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVE

Even with high-efficacy rates, the Mosquito Control Program is focused
on control, not eradication. One of the challenges we face is that we
can't control the winds from the south that tend to blow mosquitos
into the area.

MORE INFORMATION

zw

TWO WAYSTO REPORT
MOSQUITO LARVAE
By phone: 1-877-986-3363

Via the online reporter: [l =]
Scan the QR code and report
from wherever you are

For questions related to the Mosquito Control Service, please contact Morrow Bioscience at:
MOSQUITO CONTROL HOTLINE: 1-877-986-3363  EMAIL: info@morrowbioscience.com WEBSITE: www.morrowbioscience.com

You can also contact Jeff Blanchard, Environmental Services Manager at 250-489-2791 or jblanchard@rdek.bc.ca

To learn more, visit: www.rdek.bc.ca/departments/environmentalservices/mosquito_ control
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